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“ANCIENT RHYTHMS:  THE GRANDEUR AND INTIMACY OF NATURE” 

 
BALTIMORE, MD, Monday, February 4 – Monday, April 15, 2013.  Galerie Myrtis located at 2224 North Charles 
Street, presents “Ancient Rhythms:  The Grandeur and Intimacy of Nature” featuring sculptor, Lynda Smith-Bugge and 
mixed media assemblage artist Janet Wheeler.  The Opening Reception will be held Saturday, February 23, 2013 from 
2:00 – 6:00 pm.  “Tea with Myrtis Art Salon” an Artists’ Talk will take place on Sunday, March 17, 2013 from 2:00 – 
4:00 pm. Artists Lynda Smith-Bugge and Janet Wheeler will discuss their unique creative processes, wood sculpting and 
assemblage respectively. Fee: $20. Tea sampling and sweet and savory treats will be served. 

The tensions in this exhibition concern the scale between large and small and the juxtaposition between organic vs. 
geometric.  Both are clearly evident in the works of Lynda Smith-Bugge and Janet Wheeler in their spiritual explorations 
of nature’s ancient rhythms.  Nature plays a major role in the work of each.  Both artists are creating works, which evoke 
a sense of the sacramental and ritual. 

The intuitive dialogue with the materials each artist uses results in different outcomes in scale and shape.  For each artist 
the methods of creation also differ. Smith-Bugge finds the tree parts in her neighborhood.  Wheeler seeks out feathers, 
eggs, boxes and wood supplies in local stores and twigs and stones on local walks. Smith-Bugge cuts her large materials 
with chain saw and band-saw, assembling the pieces with bolts and dowels. Wheeler uses handsaws, knives and drills, 
assembling her repurposed materials with nails, screws and a variety of glues. 

In Smith-Bugge’s large scale works she unveils the tree’s innermost being, revealing burled patterns, insect ravaged wood 
and the striation of the grain.  There is a grandeur quality to her work.  She invites the viewer to witness the simple grace 
of the lines, textures and rhythms created by forces of nature.  Her slices of trees with polished and undulating branches 
suggest totems as do branches she similarly finishes.  Other earthy and raw constructions suggest alters and sacred 
entrances. 

Wheeler’s intimate boxes are both containers for sacramental objects and ritual platforms for offerings or alter.  They 
invoke nature’s endless cycle of renewal in her mysterious and ambiguous nests.  As nature plays a role in societies sacred 
objects through the ubiquitous imaging of animals and birds, so too does nature play a role in Wheeler’s pantheon. 

This is an exhibition in which the artists are working toward similar ends from very different starting points in terms of 
scale and materials.  They are united in the use of wood for structure and the harmony between raw and refined and 
natural and fabricated.  

Image details:  Lynda Smith-Bugge, “Gnosis”, 2012, Walnut and Boxwood 64 x 14 x 14inches 
            Janet Wheeler, “ Nest XXI”, 2011, Wood boxes, Kasuri paper, acrylic paint, plastic eggs, imitation nest,              
            and wood, 22 x 28 x 5.5 inches. 
 
Photography credit:  Mark Finkenstaedt 
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