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Telling stories in portraits

JAMEA RICHMOND-EDWARDS

Occupation: Teaching artist

Location: Silver Spring, Maryland

Who or what inspires you  
to create?

I’m inspired by my students at 
Northwestern High School in 
Hyattsville, Maryland, and at American 
University. My family also inspires me, 
because it’s essential that I tell our 
story. I’ve lost several family members 
and friends to violence in Detroit. Their 
deaths are a grim reminder that I’m 
not very far removed from that reality. I 
must not forget where I’m from and the 
stories and the individuals who molded 
me into the person I am today.

Who are your major artistic 
influences? 

Kerry James Marshall, Romare 
Bearden, and Alice Neel.

I have been interested in portraiture, specifically of 
women, since I began drawing at age 3. I’ve always been 
aesthetically drawn to dark skin, so I typically draw my 
figures in black ink on gray paper, or black ink on black paper. I want my 
figures to appear as if they were hand carved from ebony wood. My figures 
appear bold and confident, yet there is also a vulnerability about them. 

As an African American, I find myself curious and often longing for my 
family’s history. Harriet Tubman is an historical figure I truly admire. To 
fill a void rooted in the fact that I’ll probably never fully know my ancestry, 
I attached myself to Harriet’s narrative and began creating a series of work 
inspired by the events in her life. My most recent body of work attempts to 
resolve those feelings brought on by the uncertainty of my history and the 
invisibility I occasionally feel navigating through the art world. I create my 

“Praise Me”
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